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Internatlonal World
Environment Day 2006
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World Environment Day is commemo-
rated each year on 5th June and the theme
for 2006 is“Don't desert drylands’ empha-
sizing theimportance of protecting drylands,
which cover more than 40% of the planet’s
surface.

Thisecosystem ishometo one-third of the
world’'s people who are more vulnerable
members of society. Yet, through climate
change and human pressures these drylands
areincreasingly under threat.

World Environment Day this year seeks
to raise public awareness of this problemin
union with the United Nations ‘2006 Inter-
national Year of Desertsand Desertification’.

The Cook Islands, however, have local-
ized thisthemeto ‘ Takoreiatu te Takinokino
Enua— Combat Land Degradation’.

Land degradation is a big issue for our
small islands and is something that we all
need to be aware of.
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DON'T DESERT DRYLANDS

World Environment Day providesuswith
an opportunity to consider the environment
in which we live — the air we breathe, the
water we drink, the land we occupy, culti-
vate and enjoy.

The environment provides uswith aqual-
ity of life which is often taken for granted.

It shapes our culture and traditions; weare,
ultimately, a product of our environment.

Protecting our environment from land degradation

Itisimportant that while wework towards
combating land degradation, we have effec-
tive tools to do so. Legidlation and enforce-
ment has always been aweak areafor envi-
ronment management in the Cook Islands.

To that end, the Asian Development Bank
has been assisting government in strength-
ening its legislative framework.

Over the past year, a number of laws and
bylaws have been drafted for consultation

and these frameworks will be presented at
theADB TA workshop startingtoday Tues-
day 6th toWednesday 7th June at theAOG
Hall, Takuvaine.

This workshop is open to the public and
some of the legislation relating to the broad
area of land degradation that will be pre-
sented include: Permits and Consents Regu-
lations, Waste Licensing Regulationsand the
Water Resource Management Bill.

Developments and degradation

— the Environmental Impact Assessment process

Land degradation can some-
timesbe caused by devel opments,
especially those that are poorly
planned and have no assessment
of environmental impacts.

Developments such as tourism
accommodation, filling of
wetlands and slope excavations
have been increasing in the Cook
Islands over the past few years,
especialy in vulnerable ecosys-
tems.

Inthe Cook Islands these areas
are referred to as Specific Areas
of Concern defined under the En-
vironment Act 2003. They arethe
foreshore and Cook |slands waters, sloping
land, wetlands and inland waters. Therefore
to reduce impacts of land degradation, it is
necessary to plan these devel opments prop-
erly. One way in terms of environmental
planning is to have an Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) conducted for the de-
velopment.

EIA isaformal study used to predict the
environmental impacts and conseguences of
a proposed development or activity before
that activity starts, and may include studies

Specific areas of concern |nclude sloplng Iand

of flora and fauna, soil erosion, human
health, that isto say all physical, biological,
social and economic impacts. EIA provides
a formalised way of consulting the people
who will be affected by a development be-
foreit happens.

Such consultation helps avoid unwanted
social and environmental effectsthat are not
obvious to the developers and to decision-
makers. This avoids adverse and costly
changes in the natural and human environ-
ment asaresult of human actionsand would
also go about reducing land deg-

Specific areas of concern mclude the foreshore.

radation resulting from these de-
velopments.

The EIA process can be of
great benefit to developers for
long term planning by looking
at how their development will
impact on the environment but
also how the environment could
impact on their development. If
they are building in an area that
ispronetotheimpactsof climate
change such as storm surge or
flooding, then planning how
your development would cope
with these impacts could reduce
any repair billsin the long run.

A World Environment Day
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The objective of the UNCCD isto com-
bat desertification and mitigate the effects
of drought or human activities through ef-
fective action at all levels of society.

Desertification does not refer to the ex-
pansion of existing deserts but rather it re-
fers to the degradation of land primarily
by human activitiesand climatic variations.

Land degradation affects ecosystem
health, stability and functions, and can be
caused by ahost of activitiesincluding de-
forestation, high erosion, clearing of land

for housing and tourism development.

United Nations Conventlon to
Combat Desetrtification (UNCCD)

The Cook Islands is concerned with ad-
dressing land management i ssuesthat leads
to degradation including filling of wetlands,
foreshore development, erosion, waste
management and management of our fresh-
water resources.

To combat land degradation, there is a
need to adopt a balanced land management
mechanism that will not undermine the
rights of traditional land owners, traditional
conservation practices, island customsand
the land tenure system.

Takore 1a atu te Takinokino Enua

E manata maata tikai te
Takinokino Enuano tatou i te
Kuki Airani nel. E iti tangata
irinaki oki tatou i te ki o te
enuaetemoanano te oraanga
tangata e pera te tu'anga
turoto. Totatou enuaevaitata
ravaki te akau e te moana no
reira e meatau rai kia akono
tatou | tereiraekiatakore atu
i tetai uatu au tu takinokino
anga enua.

Me kare oki tatou e rave i
teia, ka riro mai te reira ei
akakino atui to tatou ora anga
tangata e tua o te angaanga
akapuapinga. Tukeketeau tk
takinokino’ anga enua e tupu
nei i teKuki Airani nel, mei te
akaki’anga o te au ngai
varivari, angaanga i te pae
ta atai, titiri’ angatitaeterepo
eperakatoai te akono'angai
to tatou vai inu. Ko tetai
manamanata maata, ko te
titiri’anga tita e te vai'anga
repo. Kiaakaiti tatou i tatatou -
titaepepe nel i tepacaranui, | ...
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kiaakamaroiroi tatou i te apai

atui tetitaki tengai titiri’angatitai Arorangi. Te au apingakatano i teta anga angaakaou

ia, kia ta'anga angaakaou iatereiramei te
moina plastic. | raro ake i te ture Aorangi
2003, ka apa koei te ture metitiri titakoei
te pae aranui. Terepo manu etetangata, kia
akara vaitata atu ia te akaaereanga e kia

akono meitaki iatereira

Me karave tatou i teia au angaanga mate
tau katakore atu tatou i te takinokino’ anga
enua. Kiavai mato tatouipukareael meitaki
noku, noou e te uki ki mua.

Rarotonga’s wetlands

Wetlands are among the most productive
ecosystem in the world and are valuable to
you and your community. They improve
water quality by absorbing and filtering out
pollutants and sediments in the water. They
also store floodwaters, acting as natural
sponges and slowing down theforce of flood
and storm waters. Wetlands support
biodiversity by providing breeding grounds
for wildlife and nursery areas for fish.

Avatiu taro patch

The taro patches i nAvatl uarean example
of wetlands in the Cook Islands. Thisis a
highly productive ecosystem that is able to
provide nutrients for plant species such as
taro and bananas.

Ngatangiia salt marshes
— what'’s left of them

The&alt marshes i nAroko Ngatangl iaare
another form of wetland. Itisthelast remain-
ing salt marshes on Rarotonga where plant
species such as kiukiu or matie vairakau, a
seagrass are mainly found. This salt marsh
areaisalso animportant areafor fish breed-
ing. It is traditionally known that seagrass
provides shelter and hatchery conditionsfor
locally important fish species.

Our wetlands are being threatened by the
filling in of taro patches and marsh areasfor
land reclamation and development. Our
communities need to be concerned, and ook
at waysto preserve this valuabl e ecosystem
beforeit islost from our islands.
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